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~The Prompter. 
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To be Continued TurEspays and FRIDAYS, 





What! Dares the Slave 


Come bither, cover'd with an ANTICK Face, 


And- mock at-our Solemnity ? 


SHAK. Rom. & Jul. 








TuESDAY, JANUARY 28. 1735. 





Piggy general: Evry Perfon that goes 

i out of Character, and plays a 
wrong Part, (let the Scene lie 
- where it will, and the 4ors be 
Wey What they — is bis proper 
Pie Object, and lays Claim to Cor- 
rection. | 





. Hrruexto-He has either Jaugh’d at the Delin- 
uents, or mildly expoftulated with them. — His 
tyr has wore a Mask, that had more of Szeer 
than Severity. — But there are Vices as well as 
Follies, which, by being more dangerous in , their 
Confequences, require more rigid Chaftifements 5 
in {peaking to thefe, it may not be improper to 
affume a graver Look, and put a ScourGE in the 
Hand of his Satyr, that may make him FELT. 


' I was induced the laft Mafquerade-Night, to 
wait upon a Couple of Ladies thither, who had 
never been at that Affembly, and would not then 
venture without a Guardian. I made my Entry 
there, to complyggpith their Humour, like a grave 
Dominican Friaggmwith what they were pleafed to 
call the Enfiogiof my Order, Them/felves habited 
like Nuns, hed to my Girdle. — I met with 
feveral arch“Reprimands, for appearing there fo 
unlike what*a venerable Son of the Church ought 
to be, and\was threatened with Informations to be 
made againft me to my Superior, unlefs I would 
compound Matters, by giving up my Religious Sifters, 
=~ A Ceffion I could not in Honour make. — | 
debated the Matter a long time, againft the Obfti- 
nacy of a Turk, and a SavaGE, who pretended a 
Right; the firft, becaufe he had dropt his Hand- 
kerchief at the Feet of one of my Sifters; and the 
fecond, becaufe, having run his Match in the Face 
of the other, fhe, in the F right, had blows it out; 
and began to be aftaid of fome little Violence ; 
when we were at once drawn off from our Con- 
teft, by the fudden Appearance of a Punch preceded 
by 2 Harlequin, who, with his Wooden Sword, 
Cleared the Way, while the other diftributed to all 
- met, a printed Bill, a Copy of which is as fol- 
ows. 












By Permiffion. 


sad "THis is to give Notice to all Gentlemen; 
. Ladies, and others, that at the Opera-houfe, 
“ in the Hay-market, this prefent Evening, will be 
“ prefented the comical and diverting Humours of 
«< Punch. 


“« ANp on Thurfday next, by the Norfolk Com- 
« pany of artificial Comedians, at Robin’s great 
«¢ Theatrical Booth in Palace-Yard, will be pre- 
«¢ fented a comical and diverting Play of SEvEN 
« Acts, called Court and Country ; in which 
«¢ will be revived, the entertaining Scene of the 
< Two BLUNDERING BROTHERS, with the Cheats 
& of Rabbi Robin, Prime-Minifter of King Solomon; 
« the whole concluding with a great Mafque, cal- 
“ led, The Downfall of Sejanus, or, The State/man’s 
“ Overthrow, with Axes, Gibbets, and other De- 
“¢ corations proper to the Play. To begin exaétly 
“ at Twelve o’ Clock. ; 


“ N. B. There are a new Set of Puppets, as big 
“ as the Life, chief Part of which have been 
“ brought up from all Parts of the Country, at 
“ @ very great Expence. 


Vivant Rex & Regina, 


PuNcH, as he began, executed his Commiffion 
with fo wrong a Dexterity, that he deliver’d fome 
of his Bills, as [ have been informed, into Roya 
Hanps; after which, both he and his Companion 
difappeared. 

A 













A Scene fo unexpected, and fo unufual in a 
Place defign’d as a Relaxation from the feverer 
Bufinef&S of Life, and looked upon as the Theatre of 
Mirth and inoffenfive Wit, filled me with an equal 
Mixture of Contempt and Surprize, at the mean 
Arts to which Private Enmity aud Perjonal Malice 
has fometimes Recourfe. 


To confider it abftractedly from Party, a Franfic- 
tion of this Nature, carries along with it iuch a Breach 
of Good Manners, {uch an ixtrufive Violence on the 
general Intention of the Perfons affembled there, 
as no Gentleman, or Man_of Senfe, that will allow 
himfelf ‘Time to think coolly, can ever juftify. — 
The doirig of it under the Covert of a Mask, has 
the fame aggravating Circumftance, that attends 
the Guilt of thols that SraB IN THE DaRkK. But 
it is not only a want of good Breeding in general 5 
it is a perfonal Affront to His Majefty, to difturb a 
Company he honours with his Prefence. — And 
that Perfon who is capable of offering fueh an 
Affront, is guilty of 4 notorious Breach of ONE 
ParRT of a Subject’s Duty, very confiftent with 
the warmeft Sentiments of Patriotifim and Liberty 
viz. A Refpect for the Prefence and Perfox of Ma- 
jefty, which has ever been accounted /acred, and 
ever muft 


> while political Societies fubfift in the 
World. : ' 


Ir would be a poor Subterfuge, to fay, His Ma- 
jefty being equally difguifed, with the reft of the 
Company, can no moze be fuppofed to be there, 
than any private Perfon whatfoever, and that there- 
fore it cou’d be no Affront to the RoyaL PrE- 
SENCE, fince itis well known almoft to every body, 
not ony that His Majefty is prefent, but under what 
Difguife he appears. — But allowing this Cavil for 
once, the very Contents of the Paper direct every 
Reader to fix the Affront as the Author defigned 

_it 5; which, upon Examination, becomes indeed 
more general than at firft View, and takes in, not 
only the Roya Person, but THE AuGust As- 
SEMBLY, that compofes one great Branch of our 
excellent Conftitution, and rHe GENTLEMEN in- 
trufted by his Majefty with the Adminiftration of 
Affairs. To treat azy, or all of thefe with Con- 
tempt, can never arife from the true Spirit of Pa- 
triotifm, or Love of Liberty, which teaches to re- 
fee the First and sEconpD, and allows a Right, 
not of perfomal Abufe againit the laft, (which is 
unbecoming both the Gentleman and Man of Senfe) 
but of examining into their Conduct, as far as the 
Knowledge of the Parrior, can be fuppofed to 
extend, and ADEQUATELY judge of the Actions 
of the Minister. He that goes farther, forfeits, 
both the Character of Patriot and Lover of Liber- 
ty, and prefents to View, a Man as little Mafter of 
his Paffions as his Reafox ; A Character no more to 
be envy’d than effeem'd. 


To:confider the Paper itfelf in a political Light, 
would be lexceeding the Office of the Prompter, 
whofe Bufinefs, tho’ general, does not extend {0 far, 
as to intermeddle with the Adminiftration of pub- 





lick Affairs. It is fufficient for him, if the Pas 
triot attacks, or the Minifter defends himfelf out of 
Character, to »rompt both, ahd fet them right; 
and it is in this Yicw Only that he has taken upon 
him to condemn the Action, that has occafioned 
the Writing of this Day’s Paper.— He can’t how- 
ever with{tand the Temptation of making an Ob. 
fervation, or two, on the Satyrifts, which is; that 
the Dart they /boot at the Minifter, has wounded 
themfelves moft ; for is it not a Matter of infinite 
Surprize, that fuch a numerous, wife, and clear. 


fighted Band of Opponents, fupported by a Spirit of 


Patrioti{m and Liberty, fhould not be able to make 
head againft 4 Couple of BLUNDERING BRoTHERs, 
as they invidioufly {tile them. An indifferent Joker 
would be apt to fay, That the greateft Blender they 
commit in the Eye of their Evil-wifhers, is, that 
they ftill BLUNDER ON, in fpite of their UNER- 
RING Skill, and Defire of throwing them out of 
their Seats. He wou'd pérhaps be for taking away 
the BLUNDERING IMPUTATION, and carrying it 
back to. the prefent Donors of it, who might feem 
in his Opinion more juitly entitled to it. 


Upon the whole, the Spirit of Party has fpread 
fo much of late, that to it in great meafure may be 
afcribed the general want of Encouragement too 
vilible in every Branch of Kzowledge, Learning, 
Wit, or Humour. Our Theatres want 4uditors 


whole Minds are at leifure to attend to their Pro- . 


ductions, and Authors whofe Wit is not engroffed 
for or againft the Miniftry. — Should this Spirit 
go further, and be infinuated ftill more in the 
Minds of People, we muft bid adieu to ev'ry Plea- 
fure of Life. — The Stage muft no longer play the 
natural Paffions or Follies of Mankind, but act the 
political one, or fhut up: We muft have Harle- 
quin —~ Prime Minifter, or Harlequin — Patriot, or 
elfe no body will come. Ma/querades mutt at laft, 
under the Change thefe political Reformers have 
begun, be a Theatre where Civil Difcord is to 
fupply the Place of agreeable Mirth, and banifh 
ev'ry Paffion, but Party-Love or Hate. — Even 
Love will not efcape the Contagion ; and inftead 
of thofe tender Converfations that ufed to add a 
Charm to the Mouths that uttered them, we fhall 
have Minifterial and Patriot Couples battling their 
Hours away in Party Debates. — At this Rate, 
Things mutt go on, if Party-Spirit continues to 
enlarge itfelf, as ic has done of late. And to what 
elfe will this be owing, but to the private Refent- 
ment of a few Perfons, who write to all Ranks of 
People, in order to intereft Mankind in their Quar- 
rels, and make them /ove or bate as they do. 


As the publick Pleafures of a free Nation are of 
Confequence and Effect to the Minds of the People, 
every thing that tends to /effem or deba/fe them, is 
wrong, and falls immediately under the La/b of 
the Prompter, whofe Bufinefs is to keep ev'ry body 
in Character, and give the Word, from the Higheft 


to the Loweft. 
Pt 
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Printed for T.Coorer, at the Globe in Pater-noffer Row: Where Letters te 


the AUTHOR are taken in. 


And where the former Numbers may be had. 
[ Price, Two-Pence. ] 
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